
 

129 
 

 MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF BISHOPS HULL PARISH COUNCIL 
Held at Bishops Hull Hub  

 THURSDAY 7th SEPTEMBER 2023 AT 7.00PM 
 
Members Present:  
Cllr T Taylor - Chairman   
Cllr R Reed    Cllr M Trout – left the meeting at 8.30pm 
Cllr J Wilson   Cllr M Jollands  
Helen McGladdery – Clerk and RFO 
   
Also Present:  3 members of the public and Cllr Ellis  
 
HAVE YOUR SAY  
Cllr Ellis gave a verbal report detailing the Somerset Council financial position, 
upcoming consultations and events around Taunton 
 
Meeting starts 7.10pm 
 
411. To receive apologies for absence and approve reasons given 
 Cllr B Fernandes – Holiday 
 Cllr N Fernandes – Holiday 
 Cllr A Plumbly – Family commitments 
 Cllr J Hunt (Parish and Somerset Cllr) – Personal reasons 
 
412. Declaration of Interest not already recorded 
 None received 
 
413. To Agree Minutes of the Meeting held on Thursday 6th July 2023. 

The minutes of the meeting were agreed as a true and accurate record of the 
meeting and signed by the Chairman 

Action: The Clerk to add the minutes to the website 
 
414. To receive Sensory Trail update 

To receive the latest update and progress on the project  
David Gurr and Paul Bulbeck (BHVH&PF Trust Chair) were present and gave 
a verbal update that the draft Heads of terms of agreement are with the 
solicitor.  Pending the Parish Councils decision on their request to take on the 
play park, the agreement will be progressed to either include or exclude this. 
To discuss the joint request from Bishops Hull Village Hall & Playing 
Fields Trust and the Bishops Hull HUB for the Parish Council to take on 
ownership and responsibility for the Play Park at the Playing Fields 
Paul Bulbeck gave an overview of the role of the BHVH&PF Trust for 
Members.  He advised that the Trust was set up in 1981 and run by 
volunteers who raise funds through fund raising activities such as car boot 
sales, rental income from the school hall and playing fields as well as grants 
from the Parish and Somerset Council. He advised that the Trust Members 
carry out safety inspections at the play park.  In addition there is an  annual 
inspection which is carried out by ROSPA.  Grass cutting and minor repairs to 
play equipment are carried out by trustees.  
The Clerk advised If the Parish Council took on the ownership and 
responsibility for play park, they would be responsible for the monthly 
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inspections which ideally would be out sourced to Somerset Council for a 
charge, and reports need to be kept indefinitely. The PC would also need to 
increase the insurance to cover this area and instruct a contractor should any 
repairs be necessary. 
Members asked Paul Bulbeck if the Parish Council would receive any funds 
form the Trust for taking on this liability, and Paul Bulbeck said that would be 
very unlikely but advised that new equipment was installed last year and 
should not need replacing for many years. 
Resolved: Following a proposal from Cllr Reed, seconded by Cllr Jollands 
with a unanimous vote Members agreed to defer making a decision pending 
further information. 
Action: 
1. The Clerk to write to Paul Bulbeck and Jon Lee to advise of the decision. 
2. Members to forward requests for information to the Clerk by Friday 15th 

September, to allow the BHVH&PF Trust time to provide this ahead of the 
October meeting 

3. The Clerk to obtain insurance quotes for the play park 
 

415. Planning  
To receive the Planning panel report on planning applications received: 

42/23/0016 - Variation of a Condition No. 02 (approved Plans) of 
application 42/14/0069 for the removal of 0.58ha of land from the approved 
employment area on land at Comeytrowe, Taunton  
Resolved: No comment 
 
05/23/0023 - Erection of a single storey extension with covered walkway to 
the rear of 21 Shutemead, Bishops Hull 
Resolved: No comment 
 
05/23/0020 - Erection of garden building incorporating a hot tub and 
entertainment area with seating and dining areas at Grants Farmhouse, 
Ritherdon Farm Lane, Rumwell 
Resolved: No comment 

 
05/23/0028/T - Application to carry out management works to two maple 
trees included in Taunton Deane Borough (Taunton No.1) Tree 
Preservation Order 2016 at 56 Stonegallows, Bishops Hull, Taunton 
(TD1121) 
Resolved: To support the comments of the Arbicultural Officer 

 
Action: The Clerk to submit responses 
 

Kinglake - Update on the progress of The Parish Council taking 

responsibility for and maintenance of communal open spaces within 

Kinglake development and to discuss independent inspection of site 

prior to adoption 

The ROSPA reports for the play areas were distributed to Members.  Dan 
Mawer (Persimmon adoptions manager) advised any works would be 
completed prior to adoption. Members were also advised that the sewers 
have now been inspected and passed, so will be handed over to the Water 
authority asap. 
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He also advised everything was on track to hand over ownership of open 
spaces and play areas to the Parish Council in January 2024 
 

416. Financial Matters 
Detail of Receipts and Payments since previous meeting 
Receipts: 
Savings interest     £226.84  
CIL interest      £350.17 
Avon and Somerset SID grant   £2,480.85   
Payments 
Bank service charge     £18.00  
CK insurance - Allotments     £132.55  
Somerset Council - Dog bin charges Apr-June £686.09  
Gerald Eyers - 24 June     £25.50  
HUB hire - July      £28.00  
Matt Jollands travel expenses SALC training £38.25  
ElanCity - SID      £3,034.25  
SALC - Young person’s training    £35.00  
Mobile phone - July      £6.75  
Water 2 Business      £142.39  
Carly Press August CN     £190.00  
Gerald Eyers - 19 July     £34.00  
Somerset Pensions - July     £359.67  
HMRC - July      £138.23  
H McGladdery July Expenses    £9.99 
Mobile Phone - August     £6.75  
PKF Audit       £504.00  
Somerset Pensions - Aug     £359.67  
HMRC - Aug       £138.23  
H McGladdery Expenses     £18.70 
Carly Press - September CN    £190.00  
SALC – 2377 Training    £25.00  
SALC – 2447 Training     £25.00  
SALC - 2424 Training    £25.00  
Gerald Eyers - August     £42.50 
The Clerks July and August salary was paid in this period 
Receipts and payment to budget analysis attached to these minutes 
 
To agree Community News advertising rates 
Members agreed to keep the advertising rates the same as 2022 for this year, 
£60 for an annual box advert and £6 for a mini advert 

Action: The Clerk to write to all advertisers to invite them to renew 
 

To agree response to Local Government Pension Scheme Key decisions 
form 
Deferred to October meeting 
 
To approve conclusion of Audit 2023 
The conclusion of audit was distributed to Members and the Clerk advised the 
Exercise of public rights has been displayed on the website and noticeboards  
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Resolved: Following a proposal from Cllr Trout, seconded by Cllr Wilson and 
a unanimous vote Members approved the conclusion of audit 
 
To discuss donation to Barnaby Webber memorial on the playing field 
Deferred pending further information 

Action: The Clerk to write to Paul Bulbeck to obtain information on the planned 
 Memorial on the playing field and indicative costs 

 
To approve additional hours for Clerk after Kinglake adoption 
Resolved: Following a proposal from Cllr Jollands, seconded by Cllr Wilson 
and a unanimous vote it was agreed that the Clerks working hours will be 
reviewed when additional duties are to be take on after the Kinglake adoption 
and if the play park on the playing fields is taken on by the Parish Council 
 

417. Clerks Report which will include all matters arising from previous minutes 
and items of interest 
The Clerk’s report was distributed to Members detailing actions since the 
previous meeting.  The Clerk advised that the PC was successful in their 
application for the SALC health and wellbeing grant and will receive £2,500 
towards raised beds and seating at the allotments. 

Action: The Clerk to contact ZIPP again to propose a bay at the end of Bishops 
 Hull Road by the A38 Wellington Road. 
 

418. Footpaths update 

Parish Paths Liaison Officer Gordon Everett was present and gave an update 

about the Parish paths as well as distributing a report to Members.  The main 

problem he has is land owners now keeping access across their land and 

Somerset Council not enforcing this. Cllr B Fernandes had also submitted a 

report as she has been liaising with Taunton Town Council and Mr Everett 

over paths which now fall in the TTC Parish. 

Members wished to pass on their thanks to Mr Everett for the voluntary work 

he does for the Parish  

Action:  

1. Somerset Cllr Ellis will pursue enforcement action raised by Mr Everett with 

Somerset Council 

2. The Clerk to check if the Parish Council’s insurance will cover the PPLO while 

working the paths 

 
419.Youth Parish Council - Update from Cllr Reed 

Cllr Reed advised she had contacted the Primary school at the end of term 

and was awaiting a response, and she will chase next week. 

Cllr Trout has obtained clarification on what safeguarding training will be 

required to set up a Youth Parish Council  

Action: Cllr Reed to approach the Primary School again and update at the October 

 meeting 

 
420.Update on use of Community facilities and Members questions 

Deferred 
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421.Allotments  

Update on site issues and meeting with A Oaten contractor 

Despite numerous attempts A Oaten have not responded to any requests to 

meet at the allotments. 

Members agreed that without removing a section of gravel and carrying out 

an inspection, it could not be proved that they did not carry out the weed 

proof matting correctly. 

The Chairman has been treating the regrowth of the Mares Tale and work will 

continue to prepare the area for raised beds 

 

8.30PM CLLR TROUT LEAVES THE MEETING 

 

Update on cardboard from Somerset Waste Management 

  Deferred 
  

422.Update on Speed Indicator Device (SID) installation 

The SID has been in location at Waterfield Drive for 2 weeks facing in one 
direction and 2 weeks reversed.  The data has been analysed.  It will be 
moved to the new location next week. 

Action: 
1. SID to be moved next week 
2. Cllr Jollands to analyse data and forward to Clerk for the Community News 
3. A WhatsApp group to be set up for the SID group (including the Clerk) to aid 

communication for relocating the device 
  

423.To receive Bishops Hull Flower Show update 

Attached to the minutes 

 
424.To receive update from Chairman on LCN meeting 

The Chairman gave a verbal update on the first LCN meeting held in July 

and further will follow later this month 

 
425.Suggested items from Councillors for inclusion in next meeting 

Deferred items: 
1. Play Park ownership transfer 
2. Pension Scheme decisions form 
3. Donation to Barnaby Webber memorial 
4. Cardboard from SWP 
5. Update on use of Community facilities and Members questions 
New items: 
1. Planning consultation 
2. 2024 Meeting dates 
3. Half Yearly statement 

 
Date of next meeting: Parish Council meeting Thursday 5th October 2023 at 
7.00pm – Bishops Hull HUB 
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Meeting closed: 9.00pm 

 
 
 

Cllr Tony Taylor – Chairman 
 

Attachment: 
1. Flower Show report 
2. Receipts and payments to Budget analysis 

 
 
 

13. Bishops Hull Flower Show update 
We were very lucky to have the Tone Big Band support the 2023 Bishops Hull Flower Show held at 
The Hub on Sunday 13th August. Entries were up from the previous year and we saw an increase in 
the handicraft section which was hotly contested.  
A big thank you to Nancy and Josie for the magnificent range of cakes they provided.  This supports 
the show financially as well as making it an afternoon of meeting, eating and relaxing for the village, 
while listening to the fabulous live music.       
Best Scarecrow – The Needs Family 
Best Exhibit 4yrs and under – Esme Cridlin 
Best Exhibit 5-8 yrs – Rosa Phillips 
Best Exhibit 9-12 yrs – Martha Wright 
Best Exhibit 13-16yrs – Izzy Drinkwater 
Best Exhibit in the Vegetable Section – David Gurr 
Best Exhibit in the Flower Section – Dilys Millard 
Best Exhibit in the Fruit Section – Pat Barrett 
Most prize cards in the Vegetable, Flower & Fruit Sections – David Gurr 
Best Exhibit in the Floral Art Section – Sarah Davey 
Best Exhibit in the Homecraft Section – Dilys Millard 
Most prize cards in the Homecraft Section – Dilys Millard 
Best Exhibit in the Handicraft Section – Dilys Millard 
Most prize cards by an entrant – David Gurr 
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Receipts and Payments to Budget Analysis 31st August 2023 

 
 


