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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF BISHOPS HULL PARISH COUNCIL 
Held at Bishops Hull Hub  

 THURSDAY 2nd MARCH 2023 AT 7.00PM 
 
Members Present:  
Cllr T Taylor - Chairman   
Cllr R Reed    Cllr J Hunt (Parish, County and District Cllr)    
Cllr A Plumbly   Cllr M Trout       
   
Also Present:  Helen McGladdery – Clerk and RFO, County Councillor Ellis,  
District Councillor Farbahi – and 1 members of the public 
 
HAVE YOUR SAY  
Cllr Ellis and Cllr Farbahi’s gave verbal reports 
Cllr Hunt gave a verbal report and advised of the new route of the NO.3 bus and his request 
to SCC to allow the passengers to be able to pay by card rather than cash only 
 
7.05pm CLLR PLUMBLY ARRIVES 
 
Meeting starts 7.20pm 
 
340. Co-option of new Member to fill vacancy 

Following the resignation of Gill Jansingh and Pete Prior-Sankey since the last 
meeting.  The Parish Council now has three vacancies.  One enquiry has been 
received to fill one of the vacancies. 

Action:  
1. The Clerk to amend contact details on website and noticeboards 
2. The Clerk to arrange meeting with resident who enquired about the vacancy. 
 

341. To receive apologies for absence and approve reasons given 
 Cllr B Fernandes – holiday      

Cllr N Fernandes – holiday 
Cllr M Jollands – Family commitments 

 PCSO’s – not on shift  
 
342. Declaration of Interest not already recorded 
  None 
 
343. To Agree Minutes of the Meeting held on Thursday 1st December 2022 

The Minutes of the meeting were agreed as a true and accurate record and signed by 
the Chairman 

Action: The Clerk to add to the Website and Facebook page 
 
344.  To receive Sensory Trail update and to agree actions to progress the project 

David Gurr was present and gave a verbal update on the meeting of the working 
party which included representatives from BHVH&PF Trust, The HUB and The Parish 
Council.  The outcome of the meeting was very positive and the project is 
progressing to the next stage of seeking legal advice to transfer the ownership and 
responsibility of the trail to the Parish Council. 

 
345. To receive update on events for Coronation weekend in May 2023 
 David Gurr advised Members of all the events planned for the coronation weekend 

Resolved: following a proposal from Cllr Taylor and seconded by Cllr Trout with a 
unanimous vote members agreed to fund an insert in the Community News to 
publicize all the events.  
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Action: David Gurr will send all the information to the Clerk ahead of the deadline for 
the April Community News  
 

346. Planning: 
To receive the Planning panel report on planning applications received: 
05/23/0002/T - Application to carry out management works to 5 Horse Chestnut trees 
included in Taunton Deane Borough (Bishops Hull No.1) Tree Preservation Order 
2000 to the west of 6 Sherlands Heights, Comeytrowe, Taunton (TD887) 

 Resolved: To support the comments of the Arbo rcultural Officer 
 

SCC/4032/2023 - Condition 3- To extend the operating hours for local registered bus 
services from 06:15 until 23.15, Monday to Saturday 
Silk Mills Road Park & Ride, Roughmoor, Taunton, Somerset, TA1 5AA 
GRID REF 320811 125483 
Resolved: Support the extended times, but request that following concerns from 
residents, after 8pm the bus does not go through Mountway Road but diverts via A38 
Wellington Road to minimise disruption to residents. 
 
Action: The Clerk to submit responses 
 
Kinglake planning enforcement update, to update from meeting Persimmon’s 
adoption manager  
Cllr Plumbly gave a verbal update on the meeting with adoptions manager Dan 
Mawer.  He advised that if the site was taken on by the Parish Council, it would be 
brought up to adoptable standard before it was signed over. 
Resolved: It was agreed to defer making a decision regarding adoption until the April 
meeting when all Members were present. 
Action: 
1. The Clerk to add to the April agenda 
2. The Clerk to contact the CIL Officer for guidance on taking on the development 
3. The Clerk to contact other Parish Councils who have taken on ownership and 

management of sites 
 
 
Orchard Grove - To receive the latest Update, including proposal from Vistery 
Homes for an additional 400 homes at Higher Comeytrowe Farm 
No further update 
Resolved:  If Vistery wished to attend to give a presentation it would be deferred 
until June. 
  
Staplegrove Development – To receive latest update 

 No further update 
  
347. Bishops Hull Allotments  

Update on works 
The works have now been completed and Members were pleased with the results. 
The next stage is to see if any grant funding can be obtained to instal raised beds.  A 
suggestion was made to see if Network Rail had any redundant sleepers. 
Action: Cllr Trout will make investigations 
 
To discuss query over boundary fence received from SW&T 
The Clerk advised that SW&T had raised a query over an alleged damaged fence 
panel adjacent to the allotments in one of their properties. Members were advised 
that the Clerk had advised them that SCC own the site and the Allotments has a 
chain link fence around the border and the fence panel is on resident’s land. 
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348. Update on progress of purchase of Speed Indicator Device  
 To agree proposed locations for SID instillation 

Cllr Taylor has met with Highways Officer Kate Brown and agreed 5 locations in the 
Parish, Waterfield Drive, 2 on Bishops Hull Road and 2 on Silk Mills.  No additional 
posts are required as lighting columns can be used. 
Action: The Clerk will advise any residents if it will be placed adjacent to their 
property. 
 

 To agree model of SID to be purchased at £2,480.48+VAT using CIL Funds 
The Clerk advised that she had applied to Avon and Somerset Police for a grant to 
purchase the SID but if it was not successful Members agreed to purchase the SID 
from CIL Funds 
Resolved: Following a proposal from Cllr Reed, seconded by Cllr Plumbly and a 
unanimous vote Members agreed to purchase a Evolis Elan City SID if the grant 
wasn’t successful. 
 

349. Financial Matters 
 Detail of Receipts and Payments since previous meeting 

Receipts: 
Rejected payment for Easyspace (they changed bank)  £62.04  
Community news advert      £12.00 
Payments: 
Mobile phone – January     £6.75  
Carly press - Feb Community News    £190.00  
Citizen’s advice donation     £100.00  
Easyspace hosting       £62.04  
Paul Bulbeck - Reimbursement new signs    £949.20  
SCC Pensions - Jan       £366.14  
HMRC - Jan        £135.45  
BH Hub hire - Jan 23       £28.00  
Carly Press - Jan 23       £165.00  
Easyspcace (previous payment rejected)    £62.04  
Coram - Chapter 8 training Tony & Rachel    £535.20  
Coram - Chapter 8 training Pete     £267.60  
Water 2 Business – Allotments (July-February)  £209.08  
Mobile phone - February      £6.75 
Carly Press - March CN      £190.00  
SW&T Dog bin charges 1/10-30/12/22    £519.48  
SCC Pensions - Feb       £366.14  
HMRC - Feb        £135.45 
The Clerks January and February salary was paid in this period 
  
To approve payment of £18,973 + VAT to A Oaten Ltd for Allotment 
development works from CIL funds 
Resolved: Following a proposal from Cllr Reed and seconded by Cllr Trout with a 
unanimous vote Members approved the payment of the invoice 
Action: The Clerk to schedule the payment 
 
To renew bank signatories 
Gill Jansingh will be removed as a signatory following her resignation and Cllr Trout 
will be added as a signatory. Cllr B Fernandes, Cllr T Taylor and Cllr Hunt will also 
remain as signatories 
 
To review the effectiveness of the internal audit 
Members discussed the Internal audits carried out in the last year and are satisfied 
with the effectiveness 
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To receive the Statement of internal controls and review its effectiveness 
The Statement of internal Controls was distributed to Members and approved and 
signed by the Chairman and The Clerk 
 

350. Clerks Report which will include all matters arising from previous minutes and 
items of interest 
The Clerk’s report was distributed to Members 
 
351. Taunton Town Council and LCN Update 
Cllr Hunt gave a verbal update advising that the new Taunton Town Council will come into 
effect on 1st April 2023.  Election will take place for the new Council on 4th May, until that 
point the Shadow Executive will remain in place.  
He advised that the LCN meeting will commence around June 2023 
 
352. To discuss request from the Friends of The Great western canal 
Members fully support this project. 
Action:  

1. The Clerk to advise the project that the Parish Council gives its support and to 
suggest contacting David Gurr to utilise the Woodland in this trail. 

2. The Clerk to advise that they will need to contact SCC to site a noticeboard at the 
park and Ride 

3. Cllr N Fernandes to liaise with the Friends of GWC moving forward 
 

353. To agree Members for working parties and representatives on local Trusts  
It was agreed that a planning group was not required, as all planning applications go to the 
planning advisory group or all Members and Cllr Plumbly would offer any professional advice 
if required.  
Footpaths: Gordon Everett as PPLO, Tony Taylor, Bev Fernandes, Mandi Trout and Ant 
Plumbly as reserve 
Community News proof readers: Gill Jansingh, Matt Jolland (as back-up) (Helen 
McGladdery – Editor) (Gill also co-ordinates distribution)  
Internal Controls: Ant Plumbly, Matt Jolland (as reserve) 
Allotments: Mandi Trout (onsite) Helen McGladdery – admin 
Defibrillator: Tony Taylor (monthly checks) 
Representatives: 
BHVH&PF Trust: John Hunt  
BH HUB: Tony Taylor 
Netherclay Woodland: Matt Jollands and Mandi Trout 
It was agreed that any Members not present could request to be added to any group at a 
later date. Additional support was required with the Community News and will be added to 
the April agenda 
 
354. Suggested items from Councillors for inclusion in next meeting 

• The Clerk to check dates for Annual Parish meeting but plan before the Parish 
Council meeting in April 

Action: The Clerk to invite speakers 

• Kinglake adoption 

• Community News advisory group 
 

Date of next meeting: Annual Parish meeting followed by Bishops Hull Parish Council 
meeting Thursday 6th April 2023 at 7.00pm – Bishops Hull HUB. 
 

Meeting closed 8.45pm 
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Cllr Tony Taylor – Chairman 


