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 MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF BISHOPS HULL PARISH COUNCIL 
Held at Bishops Hull Hub  

 THURSDAY 8th JUNE 2023 AT 7.00PM 
 
Members Present:  
Cllr T Taylor - Chairman   
Cllr B Fernandes  Cllr N Fernandes 
Cllr R Reed    Cllr M Trout 
Cllr J Wilson   Cllr J Hunt (Parish and Somerset Cllr) 
Cllr M Jollands – arrived at 7.20pm 
Cllr A Plumbly – arrived at 7.30pm   
   
Also Present:  Helen McGladdery – Clerk and RFO and Somerset Cllr Ellis 
 
HAVE YOUR SAY  
Cllr Hunt gave a verbal report and thanked the chairman for his work at the 
coronation events.  He congratulated Cllr B Fernandes and Cllr Ellis on their 
appointments to Taunton Town Council. He passed on thanks from the BHVH&PF 
Trust for the £1000 grant. 
Cllr Ellis gave a verbal report detailing events taking place in Goodlands gardens 
and at the Brewhouse theatre the coming weekend.  She advised of upcoming fund 
for the installation of EV charging points. 
 
Meeting starts 7.20pm 
 
7.20pm Cllr Jollands arrives 
 
386. Co-option of new Members to fill vacancies 
Resolved: Following a proposal from Cllr Hunt seconded by Cllr Reed and a 
unanimous vote Jacqui Wilson was co-opted onto the Council and the relevant 
paperwork was completed. 
Action: 
1. The Clerk to forward paperwork to electoral services 
2. The Clerk to update Parish Council contact details 
 
387. To elect Vice Chair 
Resolved: Following a proposal from Cllr Reed, seconded by Cllr Trout and a 
unanimous vote Cllr Hunt was elected as Vice Chair 
 
387. To receive apologies for absence and approve reasons given 
Cllr Plumbly advised he was running late and no other apologies received 
 
388. Declaration of Interest not already recorded 
None 
 
389. To Agree Minutes of the Meeting held on Thursday 4th May 2023. 
Following one amendment, the minutes of the meeting were agreed as a true and 
accurate record of the meeting and signed by the Chairman 
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7.30pm Cllr Plumbly arrives 
 
390. To receive Sensory Trail update and to agree actions to progress the 
project  
David Gurr submitted a report with an update, advising that The Trust Chairman had 
met with Somerset Council solicitor to discuss a sub lease to the Parish Council.  He 
also advised £150 was raised at the coronation event towards this project, which 
have been banked by the Parish Council.  The report also advised that the Parish 
Council would take responsibility for the play park at the Playing Fields, no approach 
has been made to the Parish Council on this matter. 
Resolved: As the proposal has not been put forward to the Parish Council for 
consideration, this will not progress until an official approach has been made by the 
Trust, then this matter would be discussed fully in an open Parish Council meeting, 
as legally correct as well as being fully open and transparent to residents. 
 
391. Planning  
To receive the Planning panel report on planning applications received: 
05/23/0014 - Construction of dormer and erection of a single storey extension to the 
side of Kilcrest,10 Mountway Lane, Bishops Hull 
Resolved: No Comment 
 
42/23/0016 - Variation of a Condition No. 02 (approved Plans) of application  
Resolved: No Comment 
 
42/14/0069 for the removal of 0.58ha of land from the approved employment 
area on land at Comeytrowe, Taunton  
Resolved: No Comment 
 
05/23/0016 - Erection of a porch to the front of 46 Shutewater Orchard, Bishops 
Hull 
Resolved: No Comment  
 
05/23/0019/T -  Notification to fell two ash trees within Bishops Hull 
Conservation Area at Eagle House, Bishops Hull Road, Bishops Hull  
Resolved: To support the comments of the Arbicultural Officer 
 
Action: The Clerk to submit the responses to Somerset Council planning 
 
Kinglake 
Update on planning enforcement information received from Somerset CIL 
Officer Rebecca Staddon 
A report was provided to Members advising that Persimmon have been contacted 
with a list of matters needing attention before the site can be adopted.  Persimmon 
have advised they will carry out all these matters. 
 
Update on site meeting with PC representatives and Dan Mawer – Persimmon 
adoptions manager 
Cllr Taylor and Cllr Plumbly met with Dan Mawer and walked the site.  He advised 
that the adoption of the Highways by Somerset Council and Sewers by Wessex 
water was close to completion. 
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To discuss the Parish Council taking responsibility for and maintenance of 
communal open spaces within Kinglake development 
Cllr Plumbly gave a verbal report (document attached) and detailed the legal position 
if Members decided to take on responsibility for the Kinglake development.   The 
Parish Council would receive £352,000.00 index linked for the future maintenance of 
the open spaces, attenuation ponds and play area in the Kinglake development.  
This money is legally bound to be used for this area only under the Section 106 
agreement and cannot be used anywhere else in the Parish.  The Parish Council 
would be responsible for this area in perpetuity, even once funds have run out.  
Resolved:  
Following a proposal from Cllr Plumbly and seconded by Cllr Jollands with a 
unanimous vote Members agreed to progress with procedures for the Parish Council 
to take ownership and responsibility for the open spaces (including attenuation 
ponds and play areas) within part of the Parish known as Kinglake, subject to the 
following criteria being met: 

1. That the whole area and associated equipment is brought up to the standard 
required for transfer and that the required standard is confirmed by Somerset 
Council; 

2. That the funds payable for the upkeep and maintenance of the area are 
provided by Persimmon in accordance with the terms of the legal (Section 
106) agreement; 

3. That the funds provided are subject to the necessary financial controls as 
required by the legal agreement; 

4. That an article is included in the Community News, with a map of the area, to 
inform the community of the Parish Council’s intentions; 

5. That the Parish Council request any conveyancing fees are covered by 
Persimmon when the land transfer is drafted and finalised. 

   
Action:  

1. An insert will be added to the next Community news detailing the decision 
2. The Clerk to advise Rebecca Staddon and Dan Mawer 
3. The Clerk to check if any interest received from the £352,000.00 could be 

spent in other areas of the Parish 
 
Orchard Grove - To receive the latest Update 
No further update – it was agreed to remove this standing item from future agendas 
Action: Cllr Ellis and Cllr Hunt to update the Parish Council on any progress on a 
safe crossing point from the development to Bishops Hull 
 
Staplegrove Development – To receive latest update 
No further update – it was agreed to remove this standing item from future agendas 
 
392. Update on progress of purchase of Speed Indicator Device  
Members were advised that the Parish Councils grant request to Avon and Somerset 
Police was successful and have been awarded £2,480.85 to purchase a SID.  An 
order has been placed with Elan for a new device.  
 
393. Financial Matters 
Detail of Receipts and Payments since previous meeting 
Receipts: 
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Coronation events      £200.00 
BH Hub PW Loan     £917.69 
Allotments      £30.00 
Payments 
Mobile Phone - May     £6.75 
Primary Care - Defib pads    £180.00  
Carly Press - June CN     £190.00  
Gallacher Insurance      £495.46  
Jill Larcombe - Internal audit    £50.00  
BH HUB hire - May      £28.00  
HMRC - May       £138.23  
SCC Pensions - May     £359.67  
H McGladdery - May salary and expenses £1,170.31 
Public Work Loan – HUB    £917.69 
Gerald Eyers Allotments     £51.00 
Tony Taylor – Noticeboard refurbishment £83.38 
 
To agree to fund a cut of footpath (T3/30 and T18/5) 
Resolved: Following a proposal from Cllr B Fernandes, seconded by Cllr Jollands 
and a unanimous vote Members agreed a budget of £100 for an additional cut of the 
footpath 
 
394. Clerks Report which will include all matters arising from previous minutes 
and items of interest 
The Clerk’s report was distributed to Members detailing actions since the previous 
meeting 
 
395. Junior Parish Council 
Information received from SALC was distributed to Members.  Cllr B Fernandes 
attended a training session on “How councils can more effectively engage with 
young people” and gave an update to Members.  Cllr Reed had met with the Mayor 
of Burnham on sea who have set up a Youth Council to gain an insight into what is 
involved.  
Resolved: 
It was agreed to start off, trying to work with the Primary School before launching a 
new Youth Council. 
Action: 

1. Cllr Hunt will approach the Primary School to see if a few Members could 
meet with the School Council 

2. Cllr Reed will look into safeguarding training 
 
To discuss setting up an advisory group to progress the Junior Parish Council 
implementation 
Resolved: Cllr Reed, Cllr Jollands and Cllr N Fernandes will form a working party to 
progress the Youth Council 
 
396. Allotments 
Update on site 
The water tank is leaking and an allotment holder will be carrying out a repair. 
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The contractor has started work on site around the perimeter to cut back overgrown 
vegetation.  Unfortunately, he has discovered early signs of Mares Tale regrowth 
through the new stoned area, initial weed treatment has been carried out. 
Action;  

1. A meeting on site with the contractor A Oaten who carried out the works has 
been requested to find out why this has happened. 

2. Cllr Taylor to consult with allotment holder over the water tank repair  
 
  
To set up advisory group to progress SALC health and wellbeing grant for the 
Allotments 
It was agreed to email all Members for suggestions and add to the next meeting 
agenda. 
 
 
397. To discuss how to promote active travel plans for HUB users 
Resolved: 

1. Contact ZIPP to see if they would install a drop off point at either the School 
or HUB car park 

2. Write to the HUB to ask what they are doing to promote active travel and if 
they have a travel plan 

3. Cllr Jollands to contact Taunton Area Cycling Campaign for suggestions to 
encourage active travel and invite them to attend a future meeting 

 
398. Local Community Network 
The LCN handbook was sent to all Members and the first meeting date will be 12th 
July at 7pm. 
 
To nominate Parish Council representative 
Resolved: Following a proposal from Cllr B Fernandes seconded by N Fernandes 
and a unanimous vote Cllr Taylor was elected as the Parish Council representative 
 
399. Suggested items from Councillors for inclusion in next meeting 
1. Health and Wellbeing fund application 
2. Members to email Clerk with any requests 
 
Date of next meeting: Parish Council meeting Thursday 6th July 2023 at 7.00pm 
 

 
Meeting closed: 9.15pm 

 
 
 

Cllr Tony Taylor – Chairman 
 

Attachment: 
Supporting paper for Kinglake adoption 
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Open Space Adoption – Summary 

• As part of the legal agreement which accompanied the planning approval, the open space (including 

the attenuation ponds and play area) should have been transferred to the Council or another agreed 

party. 

• The transfer comes with funds to maintain the open space (£352k plus indexation). 

• The transfer should only take place once the area is at an ‘adoptable standard’ i.e. fit for purpose with 

no defects.  Permission has stated that it wants to work with Somerset Council to get the land to that 

standard. 

• BHPC first approached the Council in October 2020 to seek a resolution of these issues.  To date no 

formal action has been taken (although Persimmon has undertaken maintenance works and met with 

BHPC regularly). 

• There are no other parties that are likely to take on the land.  Somerset Council (and its predecessors) 

has not expressed any interest and is seeing to limit, not grow, its responsibilities given major budget 

cuts.   

• Persimmon has informally confirmed that maintenance can only take place for so long and there is a 

prospect that “head office” could rescind funding.  It has no interest in owning the land for any longer 

than it needs to. 

• If BHPC does not take on the land, there is therefore a risk that the land would not have any 

management or maintenance regime in place and fall into disrepair.  

• We have been informed by Persimmon that the current contract to maintain the land expires in Dec 

23 and costs ~£10k per annum (grass cutting, bin emptying, weed treatment and hedge trimming).  It 

is undertaken by Tony Benger Landscaping Ltd, which is the same firm that undertakes maintenance 

of on Abbeyvale. 

• BHPC could therefore suggest that the land transfers at the point the contract is renewed (from Jan 

2024), with BHPC taking on that contract. 

• The key issues for BHPC in taking on the land would be as follows: 

o Future funding for maintenance once the payment from Persimmon is exhausted 

o Financial controls to ringfence the payment from Persimmon for its specified purpose  

o Responsibility to maintain the play equipment to a safe standard and compete formal checks 

(RoSPA) 

o Responsibility to maintain the attenuation ponds 

o Checks to ensure trees are safe i.e. falling limbs (once every 5 years recommended) 

o Boundary disputes with adjoining landowners 

o Responsibility to prevent any illegal occupation/use of the land 

• The actions required prior to BHPC taking on the land should be as follows: 

o The land should be brought up to an ‘adoptable’ standard and agreed as such with Somerset 

Council in its capacity as Local Planning Authority i.e. they should be complete and without 

any defects 

o The sum payable should be agreed between Persimmon and Somerset Council.  That 

payment should include the £352k plus indexation.  Permission may push back on that. 

o An article should be included in the community new to notify the Parish of the intention of 

BHPC to take on the responsibility (following the previous article). 

o BHPC to appoint conveyancing solicitor to check/complete land transfer.  BHPC could request 

that the fee is paid by Persimmon. 

• The advantages of BHPC taking on the land are as follows: 

o Safeguard the future of the land for the village 

o Control of the land with opportunities to enhance it further via consultation with residents 
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o Opportunity to agree with residents’ minor improvements to the boundary 

 
 

 
 


